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	MEMORANDUM FOR:
All NOAA Divers and Supervisors


FROM:
David A. Dinsmore,


NOAA Dive Program Manager

SUBJECT:
Performance of working tasks by NOAA science divers
POLICY DECISION:            09-01

DATE:
November 6, 2008

Issue: Can NOAA-certified Science Divers perform working dives utilizing dive equipment and work techniques listed in the NOAA Scientific Diving Standards and Safety Manual (i.e., small lift-bags, light hand tools, photography etc.)?

NOAA Diving Control and Safety Board Decision: 

Yes, assuming that the divers have received proper instruction in the equipment to be used and work to be performed.  Also, as with all working dives, such dives must comply with the OSHA commercial diving regulations (i.e., 29 CFR 1910 subpart T).  Dives requiring equipment and/or work techniques not identified in the NOAA Scientific Diving Standards and Safety Manual must be conducted by NOAA-certified Working Divers.

This message was approved by the NOAA Diving Control and Safety Board
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