April 30, 1986
NOAA DI VI NG SAFETY BULLETI N #86- 2
VEMORANDUM FOR: ALL NOAA DI VERS
FROM J. Morgan Wells
NOAA Di vi ng Coor di nat or

SUBJECT: Testing of Submersible Pressure Gauges

TESTI NG OF SUBMERSI BLE PRESSURE GAUGES

Subnersi bl e Pressure Gauges (SPGs) are inportant enough as
safety equipnent to require that their accuracy be tested
on a regular basis. To this end, the NOAA D ving Program
(NDP) is distributing Subnersible Pressure Gauge Testers
(PGT) to all wunits.

All SPGs in use will be tested under the follow ng
ci rcunst ances:

e Annually (at the m ni num

 Any tine the SPG s accuracy i s suspect

« After and SPG has been repaired

e Prior to using a new SPG

« After anSPG has been exposed to unusual shock

* Any tine there is a diving incident, all SPGs invol ved
shall be tested and the results included in the UDS s
report.

SPGs shoul d be tested before nmjor diving operations and
before units | eave for the field season.

All SPGs will be tested at NDP cl asses, both to ensure safe
equi pnent for the class, and to train the students in the
use of the PGTs.



Def ective SPGs nust be repaired and retested, or repl aced.
The NDP requests that any SPGs that are beyond repair be
sent to this office for study.

Any question concerning the procedure for using PGI’' s
shoul d be addressed to Steve Urick, Diving Equi pnent

Speci alist, NDP (FTS 443-8007). Call himif there are any
guestions about a PGI’s accuracy and arrangenents can be
made for a calibration or trade.

Unit Diving Supervisors are directed to ensure that each
NOAA diver in their unit is given access to this bulletin.
Any information that has an inpact upon the safety of NOAA
di vers shoul d be brought to the attention of the NOAA

D ving Coordi nator by the fastest possible neans.
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