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FY 2010 Training Schedule

Diver Medical Technician
Nov 30 — Dec 5 2009
Seattle WA

Working Diver
Jan 11 - 29, 2010
Divemaster

Jan 25 -29, 2010
Key West, FL

MPIC**
Jan 12 -29, 2010
Norfolk, VA

Refresher Class
April 2010*
Seattle, WA

Working Diver
May 3 - 21, 2010
Seattle, WA

Divemaster
May 17 — 21 2010
Seattle, WA

Physicians Course
Aug 9 —20 2010 (tentative)
Seattle, WA

Refresher
Aug 2010*
Seattle, WA

Working Diver

Sep 13 -0ct 1, 2010
Divemaster

Sept 27 — Oct 1 2010
Seattle, WA

DOC VIP @ NDC

Deputy Secretary of Commerce Mr.
Dennis Hightower visited NDC this
month during his first official NOAA
visit to the Pacific Northwest. Mr.
Hightower holds an advanced
recreational diver certification and
although he accepted our honorary
NOAA Diver certificate he indicated
he intends to “earn it” during a
future visit. Mr. Hightower was
appointed by President Obama as
Deputy Secretary of Commerce
and sworn into office on August
11, 2009.
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US Federal Diving Programs Conference 2009
NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston, TX hosted the second US Federal Diving Programs Conference (FDPC),
November 3-5, 2009. Agencies were asked to develop a presentation addressing six specific topics including:
challenges associated with the OSHA diving regulations, equipment and operational lessons learned since the last
FDPC, medical standards for diving, current and future needs and challenges, training needs and opportunities,
and ideas for better cooperation and partnerships between agencies. On the last day of the conference, working
groups were assigned to address several issues including: developing of a charter for the group, reviewing diving
standards for each agency with the idea of possibly developing minimum standards for all federal agencies in the
future, investigating means for better communications between agencies, developing information of
recommended standards and procedures for diving in contaminated water, and identifying training needs and
opportunities. . The US Department of Fish & Wildlife volunteered to host next year’s conference in West
Virginia.

~Article submitted by Dave Dinsmore

US FDPC, Johnson Space Center - 2009

NASA, MMS, USACE, FBI, and NPS. Dave

NOAA at the conference.
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Federal agencies represented were: NOAA, US
Navy, US Army, USCG, EPA, USGS, USFS, USF&W,

Dinsmore, the NOAA Diving Program Manager,
and Karen Kohanowich OAR LODO, represented



NOAA Diver Doug Harper is retiring after

almost 36 years of service. Doug is a Research
Fishery Biologist with the FAME Unit Team at
NOAA-Fisheries, Southeast Fisheries Science

Center in Miami, FL. He received a B.S. degree in
Biological Sciences from Auburn University in
1972, beginning his career with NOAA in May
1974. Doug became a NOAA diver in July 1975, a
working diver in January 1982 and has logged
3,388 total dives. Doug participates in research

activities on a variety of fisheries problems which

involve reef resources. During the early years he
participated on numerous research cruises
throughout the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and SE

U.S. aboard NOAA ships.
Other areas of research have included work on MPA’s, fish traps, artificial reefs, blue and golden crab, and spiny

lobsters. In 1982 he was one of the first to use the Reeffish Visual Census [RVC) survey method at Looe Key, which has
expanded as a cooperative program between NOAA Fisheries, FWRI, NPS, and RSMAS conducting research throughout
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Dave McClellan,
SEFSC Miami, FL.

the Florida Keys and Dry Tortugas. He also conducted computer analyses, and has been author and co-author on

numerous technical and scientific reports, and peer reviewed papers.

As part of the team aboard the RV Aldo Leopold conducting fish counting surveys, his colleagues say that Doug will be

sorely missed during summer trips throughout the Keys but hopes that he will remain an active part of the research

team as a volunteer diver.

Kudos ILMac!

NOS NOAA Diver Lauri McLaughlin
has been selected by Commerce
Secretary Gary Locke to receive the DOC
Silver Medal for work she did with
National Environmental Satellite, Data
and Information Service — “providing
timely ocean information and capacity
for improved global monitoring and
management of coral reef ecosystems
relative to climate change”. Lauri has

Former NDC Director and NDP legend, Cliff been a NOAA Working Diver since 1987.
Newell made a surprise visit to NDC to help
say good-bye to Laurie. Cliff hired Laurie 20
years ago, luring her away from NMFS with a A =

“Secretary Wanted” poster that promised
she’d “get to work with enthusiastic people NDC is always looking for great photos or stories from the divers in the field to

who are frequently all wet.” use in TOPSIDE. Please submit any ideas to LT Sean Cimilluca or Lisa Glover.
Thanks and Happy Holidays!
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New Faces in New Spaces A
NDC would like to introduce two new members of the Diving Center Team - Pam Compton and / \
Katie Mahaffey. They will be helping out with administrative services over the next few
months. They’ve brought lots of positive energy with them and NDC is excited to have them SEP Equipment Update

on board. Pam can be reached Tue — Thurs 0900-1800 at (206)526-6934. And Katie can be The new Atomic SS1 Alternate Air
Sources have begun shipping this month.

Divers can expect to receive one along
with their annual replacement
regulators in place of the Shadow.
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Annual Unit Inspections
Reminder to UDS - your Annual Unit
Inspections checklist is due to be
submitted to the LODO’s by January 15,
2010.

reached Mon — Thurs 1230 - 1630 and Fridavs 0800 — 1630 at (206) 526-6935.
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Meet the Divers
National Marine Mammal

In March of 1997, Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) personnel
demonstrated a highly effective technique for capturing juvenile ( < 3 years or < 190 kg)
Steller sea lions underwater. National Marine Mammal Laboratory (NMML) personnel
have built on these techniques and successfully captured more than 70 juvenile sea lions.
Prior to the advent of dive captures, sea lions were typically captured on land with hoop
nets, however this limits the number that can be caught on site due to the disturbance of
the haul-out. By capturing animals already in the water we diminish this disturbance.
Dive captures minimize the disturbance while increasing the number of available
animals for capture due to their curiosity of the divers.

Briefly, there are typically two divers deployed. One diver is the baiter and has a 4 foot
long stick with prongs on the end that hold herring or some other type of bait fish used
as an attractant. The other diver also has a similar pole with a pronged end which
enables the diver to keep a “noose” open. The line is 50 feet with 40 feet of floating line
and 10 feet of ground line. The floating line is attached to a buoy and the ground line at
the other end has a climbing ascender that will tighten but not loosen without manual

release. There 1s a stop knot in the end to avoid choking down the animal.

Photo taken by Rolf Ream

There are also weak links that degrade in saltwater should an animal escape
with the line. The goal is to entice an animal through the opening in the line
and then tighten the line to secure the animal. Once the line is set, the divers
ascend and are removed from the water. A separate capture boat then moves
in to retrieve the float and hand line the sea lion alongside the boat. A
capture blanket 1s then deployed, the sea lion maneuvered into the blanket,
then rolled into a capture cage inside the boat. End result, sea lion in a box.
The action can be fast and active or very slow and cold depending on animal
numbers and interactions. Dive captures for the NMML have been
conducted in the Aleutians and around Kodiak Island, Alaska in water
temperatures ranging from 36 to 48 degrees F. Dive times of 3 to 90 minutes
have been recorded. Dive captures have proved a successful and safe
method for capturing juvenile sea lions.

team, NMML Wl  Article submitted by UDS Rod Towell
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